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“plankowners” are now headed off to their next assignments. There were a
number of other “firsts” associated with this class, including the first BPP
convocation, the first presentation of the Lewis Liskin Faculty Award (to
Chip Franck) and the Lewis Liskin Student Award (to CDR Marcus
Pritchard). CDR Pritchard also received the Navy League award as the
honor graduate for all of NPS.
This MBA class was the first to produce Professional Reports instead of
individual theses. Two years ago, in designing the MBA program, the BPP
faculty chose to replace the previous thesis requirement with a group
application project. At that time, and since, there has been lively and
legitimate debate over whether individual theses or group application
projects are the best means for students to show their ability to apply the
theories and analytical tools they’ve learned to a meaningful problem or
research question. So, what did the application projects produce?
The first MBA class did 17 projects, six involving a single student and
eleven in teams. There was one 2-person team and one 3-person team;
and there were five 4-person teams and four 5-person teams. Eight teams
were interdisciplinary with students from multiple curricula areas and three
consisted of students from a single curriculum. Twenty-three faculty
members acted as project advisors, co-advisors or support advisors; many
advised on more than one project.
The projects were diverse in subject and analytical approaches, but they
have some important things in common. First, they address real issues in
defense management such as predicting ship operating costs, evaluating
use of a Navy escrow account, or assessing outcomes from leasing of
information technology. Second, many of the projects employed multiple
integrated research methods and analytical techniques including cost-
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integrated research methods and analytical techniques including cost-
benefit analysis, net present value calculations, regression, SWOT
analysis, and systems dynamics. Third, the projects covered fields that
reflect the breadth of the MBA program, including financial management,
acquisition, contracting, logistics, organizational behavior, marketing, and
international defense. Fourth, many of the projects explored new ideas or
developed innovations, including a new statistical model for predicting ship
operating costs, a new algorithm for staffing field activities, more
economical approaches to in-port refueling and procurement of non-skid
ship surfaces, and a financial model to capture the benefits of cost
savings.
Before now, the value of application projects was unknown. BPP took a
calculated risk in replacing a known entity, the thesis, with an uncertain
application project. As they did in so many other areas of uncertainty in
the MBA program, our “plankowner” class answered the question –
application projects can produce academically sound, defense- relevant,
innovative Professional Reports.
Honors and Awards
Prof. Dave Matthews has earned the Meyer Award for teaching
excellence in the Master of Science in Systems Engineering distance
learning program with Port Hueneme. The first graduating class of distance
learning systems engineering students selected Dave for the teaching
excellence award with an overwhelming 72% of the votes as the faculty
who made the greatest contributions to their overall learning experience.
The award was presented during graduation ceremony on 20 June by Adm
Meyer (Ret.) himself. Congratulations Dave!!!!
Frank Barrett was co-author of a paper that won the
best paper award in the Organizational Development
and Change Division of the Academy of Management.
This is Frank’s second time winning this award. The
paper was titled “Planning on Spontaneity: Lessons from
Jazz for a Democratic Theory of Change”, co-author was
Mary Jo Hatch, PhD, University of Virginia. More on the Academy of
Management can be found at www.aomonline.org
Joe San Miguel has received research funding from the Department of
Defense Personnel Security Research Center to continue evaluating the
financial disclosures by employees of federal organizations involved in
national security, and the development of analytical techniques for
financial analysis of annual and longitudinal data.
Janice Laurence represented the Graduate School of Business & Public
Policy at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces (ICAF). She was a
member of the faculty team for the Financial Services Industry study. ICAF
has approximately 15 different industry study teams (e.g., munitions,
space, education, construction, supply, media....) with approximately 15-
20 students and 2-3 faculty members. At the conclusion of the spring
semester the students are required to submit a report and the Industries
compete for the coveted General Anthony Antonelli award. Proudly… "her"
Industry won the award in large part because of Janice’s research and
writing guidance.
Faculty Posts
Dr. John Shank has joined our faculty as Visiting Professor of Financial
Management for the next three years. John was recently Noble Foundation
Professor of Management at Dartmouth College, and also taught at Babson
College. He holds a Ph.D. in Accounting from Ohio State University. John
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College. He holds a Ph.D. in Accounting from Ohio State University. John
will be teaching Accounting, Financial Control Systems, and related
courses in our MBA and EMBA programs. His extensive teaching, research
and consulting experience can be found in his biography. (VITA)
Dr. Carmelita Troy has joined our faculty as Assistant
Professor of Financial Management. Carmelita, who
holds a Ph.D. in Accounting from the University of
Maryland, has taught at a number of institutions in the
U.S. and abroad; her biography is attached. During her
doctoral studies, Carmelita was a recipient of a
scholarship from the KPMG Foundation. (RESUME)
CDR Daniel Motherway has joined the Acquisition and Contract
Management faculty and will contribute a great deal of experience in
contract and finance to the school. Dan recently graduated from Air War
College in Montgomery AL and previously served as supply support for the
White House Situation Room during President Clinton's administration and
has some interesting stories to tell.
Dr. Thomas Nitsch has joined us as a Visiting Assistant Professor of
Logistics for the summer quarter. Dr. Nitsch, whose resume is attached,
will be teaching Operations Management. He holds a Ph.D. in Industrial
Engineering and Operations Research from the University of California at
Berkeley, and is on leave from McKinsey & Company. (RESUME)
Dr. Dave Roberts, who has previously taught economics with us, returns
for the summer quarter. Dr. Roberts, has been a faculty member at MIIS
since 1986, and has a PhD from the University of Southern California.
(VITA)
Dr. Richard Snyder is returning to teach in the management area during
the summer quarter.
Dr. Bill Haga, having retired from our faculty in March, returns as a
contractor to teach E-Business during the summer quarter.
Bill Gates has accepted the position as the Graduate School of Business &
Public Policy’s Associate Dean for Research, filling the ever-so-large shoes
of Dr. Shu Liao who is retiring this December (more on Dr. Liao’s
retirement at a later date).
Don Eaton handed over the duties and responsibilities of the Academic
Associate for Logistics to Dr. Kevin Gue. The turnover was timed to
coincide with the start of the Summer Quarter. Don Eaton had held the
position of Academic Associate for over eight years. While in this position,
he over-saw activities for curricula 813, 814, 819 and 827 and for a period
of 2 1/2 years 877(Shore Installation Management). During that time he
conducted 11 Curricula Reviews and maintained continuous liaison with
the sponsors NAVAIR, NAVSUP, and MSC. He also sponsored research in
Aviation Depot Maintenance, Aging Aircraft, Engine Improvement
programs, Logistics Decision Support Systems, and Reliability in Life-Cycle
Logistics to name a few.
In December 1994 the Systems Management Department won the
competition for a DAWIA Level III logistics course (ACLOG 304) and Dave
Matthews, Tom Moore, Keith Snyder, Jeff Warmington and Don developed
the pilot. In January 1995 Don as the Course Director, together with Dave
Matthews and Cdr. Jeff Warmington took ACLOG-304 on the road and
taught the first class at NAS Pt. Mugu. While serving as the A/A, Don
created and teaches a Logistics Capstone course, MN4470 now GB4450,
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created and teaches a Logistics Capstone course, MN4470 now GB4450,
“Strategic Planning and Policy For Logistics Managers” and a Seminar
MN3370, “Leadership in Defense Supply Chain Management”.
To accommodate the transition from the Master of Science program to the
MBA for Logistics, the Logistics Faculty consolidated the four curricula to
one. Of particular note is that the students graduate with three P-codes in
logistics: 0032, Logistics Material Management, 0035, Transportation
Management, 1302, Systems Inventory Management. The award of these
P-codes provides enhanced assignability of the graduates and increased
flexibility for the Detailers. In 2002 a study was conducted to compare
selected courses taught at the Air Force Institute of Technology and the
Naval Postgraduate School and NPS was threatened with loss of the
Logistics Program, which Don averted through persuasive documentation
and personal liaison. 
After discussions with the Systems Management Chair, Reuben Harris and
Dean Brook as well as Admiral Arthur, Don promulgated and orchestrated
the formal dedication of the “Admiral Stanley R. Arthur Chair of Logistics
on the 17th of April this year.
Don encourages all to stop by and Congratulate Kevin on his new





Snider, K.F. and Nissen, M.E., "Beyond the Body of Knowledge: A
Knowledge-Flow Approach to Project Management Theory and Practice,"
Project Management Journal 34:2 (2003), pp. 4-12
Paper published as Book Chapter
Ramesh, B. and Abdel-Hamid, T.K. Integrating Genetic Algorithms with
System Dynamics to Optimize Quality Assurance Effort Allocation. In
Software Engineering with Computational intelligence, Taghi M.
Khoshgoftaar (editor), Kluwer Academic Publishers, Norwell, MA, USA.
2003
Case Studies
San Miguel, J., “Grand Jean Company, Abrams Company, and Emerson
Electric Company” case studies, R.N. Anthony & V. Govindarajan,
MANAGEMENT CONTROL SYSTEMS, 11th Edition, McGraw-Hill/Inwin, 2004.
Conference Presentation
Tarek K. Abdel-Hamid "The Obesity Epidemic: Is a State IN Mind" at the
21st International System Dynamics Conference, July 20-24, 2003, New
York, NY.
Tarek K. Abdel-Hamid Chaired the Session on Health Care Dynamics at
the 21st International System Dynamics Conference, July 20-24, 2003,
New York, NY.
Thomas, G. F. "Meeting the Challenges of the Changing Face of Business:
Creating Flexible Collaborative Networks," presentation at Association for
Business Communication Europe, Lugano, Switzerland, May 30, 2003.
Stephen Mehay gave a research presentation entitled "A Cost-Benefit
Analysis of Drug Prevention Policies," to the faculty and students at the
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Analysis of Drug Prevention Policies," to the faculty and students at the
Institute of Economic and Regional Research at the University of Neuchatel
in Neuchatel, Switzerland, on 2 July 2003.
Stephen Mehay "Graduate Education and Job Performance: Evidence
from Federal Government Employees," presented at the Global Conference
on Business and Economics, Imperial College, London, England, July 5,
2003.
Professional Activities 
Cary Simon conducted two-days of Strategic Planning with U.S. Army
Tank-automotive & Armaments Command (TACOM) 23-24 July in Warren
MI. MGen Thompson and 30 senior officers and civilians are formulating a
Transformation Campaign Plan aligned with the Presidents Management
Agenda for DoD.
Cary is also conducting a series of three Strategic Planning sessions July
through September for the new Mayor and City Council members in
Porterville, CA. for the 2nd year in a row. The four-hour sessions involve
50-65 citizens identifying and resolving strategic issues. Cary teaches this
strategic management methodology to MBA students and Defense
personnel in Latin America and Eastern Europe.
Gail Thomas, Co-led PhD Colloquium at Association for Business
Communication Europe, May 29-30, 2003
In the News
Carmelita Troy research on accounting irregularities makes the news in
The Wall Street Journal, and The Wall Street Journal Europe July 3, 2003,
“Study Blames Accounting Fraud On Takeover Fever, Officers' Age” by
Joann S. Lublin (full article)
Conrad Chair Message
CONRAD CHAIR FOR FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT- June was a very
busy month for our CONRAD SCHOLARS. Our first MBA (FM) class
graduated 20 June '03,the day after the first Convocation for the Graduate
School of Business & Public Policy graduates. The initial MBA class could
produce either a Project with up to five (5) team members on one subject
thesis with one or two members. This first trial favored a "one-on-one"
(one student for one subject) preference for the MBA (FM) curriculum.
Four Conrad Scholars presented their Thesis/Project briefing to leading
Financial Managers in the Pentagon, and all were presented a Certificate
and plaque for their efforts. They are each officially designated as Conrad
Scholars in their official Navy records. Their accomplishments will be given
due considerations in detailing.
Cdr Marc Pritchard, 1310 F-18 pilot wrote a thesis on an Escrow Fund
available for more sensitive use of Navy funds as requirements change.
Cdr Pritchard received five (5) awards for his academic achievements and
leadership.
Lcdr Drew Hascall, 5100 (CEC)and Lt Kyle Gantt, 1110 (Surface) along
with two other officers Studied a Ship Cost Operating Model for budgeting
purposes. Lcdr Hascall received an award for Financial Management and
leadership.
Lcdr Chris Koczur, 1120 (Submariner), along with two other officers,
studied problems in contracting for a lease of Dell computers in PacFlt.
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The group set a great example of their academic attainment at NPS. They
will serve the Navy well with their new found knowledge as they progress
through their careers.
Librarian’s Corner
Many thanks to those of you who have recently submitted book purchase
suggestions. If you were meaning to do so, but just haven't gotten around
to it yet, it's not too late (but it will be soon!). Submit your
requests/suggestions using any of the following means:
· Marked catalog or handwritten lists through campus mail or handed to
me in person
· Book purchase request form at
http://library.nps.navy.mil/home/purchase/BPP.htm
· An e-mail message including as much of the following as possible:
author, title, publisher, date of publication, price, ISBN. 
As I write this I am preparing to conduct two hour Library orientation labs
for all of the new resident BPP students. Thanks to Doug Brinkley, Tony
Kendall, and Bill Haga for continuing to provide me (and the students) with
this opportunity in their GB 3020 classes. These sessions combined with
the physical library tours that I provide to all incoming resident BPP
students should ensure that everyone has a basic understanding of how to
use the Library's resources and services for class assignments and project
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